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MINUTES

Monday AugustlZ, 2020




Minutes
Kinston City Council
City Hall - 207 East King Street
Monday, August 17, 2020
Work Session Cancelled Regular Meeting at 7:00 pm

Handicapped parking and access ramp are available for the Independence Street entrance.

THIS MEETING WAS CONDUCTED ELECTRONICALLY IN ZOOM FORMAT AND CAN BE VIEWED AT
THE CITY OF KINSTON’S FACEBOOK PAGE

REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Don Hardy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Councilmember Robert Swinson delivered the prayer followed by the pledge of allegiance.

Councilmember Roll Call

Present: Mayor Pro Tem Felicia Solomon and Councilmembers Sammy Aiken, Antonio Hardy,
Kristal Suggs, and Robert Swinson.

Also Present: Tony Sears, City Manager and James Cauley, City Attorney

If a Councilmember wishes to revise the agenda, the Motion to add or delete an item will be entertained
prior to Adoption of the Agenda.

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and
upon a unanimous roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Suggs, Swinson, and
Mayor Pro Tem Solomon — Yes) of [5-0], the agenda was adopted.

CITIZEN COMMENT

Citizens must sign in prior to the start of the meeting if they wish to address the City Council.
Citizens should state their name and address prior to beginning their comments and may speak up to a maximum of 3 minutes.

Citizens seeking assistance or asking questions will be contacted by a member of the Governing Body or by appropriate City Staff.

There were no citizen comments.

MINUTES

Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held on August 3, 2020--------
Debra Thompson

Councilmember Suggs made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Solomon and upon a
unanimous roll call vote (Councilmembers Suggs, Aiken, Swinson, Hardy, and Mayor Pro
Tem Solomon — Yes) of [5-0], the minutes were approved.
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| INFORMATION AND UPDATES |

1. Recreation Commission fall programming recommendations --------===--=---- Corey Povar

Corey Povar, Parks & Recreation Director updated the Council on the meeting held last
Thursday with the Parks and Recreation Commission. Mr. Povar shared that he was
supposed to present the information regarding hosting tournaments and the rules to the
Commission before bringing them to Council. After their discussion, the Commission has
approved hosting tournaments and the rules as they were updated from the Council meeting.

Mr. Povar shared that for future programming they have put together a minimal-touch
program listing for the fall. The Commission discussed Parks & Recreation and asked Mr.
Povar and the team to create COVID-safe rules and regulations for each of those programs.
At the Commission meeting in September, they will present to the Commission the programs
with the rules and regulations and the intent is to bring that to the Council after the second
Thursday in September.

2. Downtown Kinston Mural Program Update Marecia Perritt

Marcia Perritt, Community Development Planner reminded everyone that this is through the
NEA (National Endowment for the Arts) Our Town Program. Ms. Perritt noted that this is the
second grant from NEA that builds on the previous one received in 2012 for the Kinston
Music Park which is the hub for the African American Music Trail. This also builds on the
$3.2 million Queen Street streetscapes investment and previous efforts around planning for
arts and culture in and around downtown. The grant required us to focus on downtown and
connectivity and must fund original art and we received $100,000. She shared the Mural
Program Goals and thanked the selection committee. The timeline was discussed, and Ms.
Perritt shared that there were over 165 artist applications from artists worldwide. The artists
were selected, and we are beginning to look at their concepts and budgets. Ms. Perritt stated
that all the walls selected are privately owned except one.

Councilmember Aiken asked if the walls will be prepped, are all the artists using the same
material, and what is the longevity of the paint being used. Ms. Perritt responded that the
walls would be prepared (power washing, primer, masking tape to windows), most of the
artists were using Nova Color paint; two are using Nova Color applied to cloth, and one
would be using spray paint.

Councilmember Swinson asked if the gentleman using spray point would come back and
touch up if need be. Ms. Perritt stated that he lives in California and returning would be
challenging, but as part of the agreement with the artists, we have the right to do touchups as
we see fit.  She shared that the useful life of the murals was around ten years, and beyond
that, it would not be reasonable to expect that they will last any longer. Councilmember
Swinson asked with the possibility of the murals lasting ten years, would they explain to the
community that the funding to replace the murals would need to come from what source. Mr.
Short stated that with our purposes, that question would have to be addressed at that time. He
said we have had two Our Town grants to this point and would certainly be a possibility of an
opportunity to reapply to redo or have the artists come back and do another mural on the same
wall. This will be an opportunity to look forward and provide new opportunities down the
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line as well. Ms. Perritt added that another hope is that the idea is that this will enter into the
lifeblood of Kinston’s downtown and murals will become a way of life in Kinston; other
private owners will choose to do murals on their walls, so hopefully with time it will not have
to be a city-run program. In the contract is that at the end of ten years if the mural becomes
unsightly, we are committed to painting over and leaving a blank slate if the owner so desires.

Councilmember Aiken asked if there any regulations on what type of paintings private owners
were able to display. Mr. Short stated a mural was different from signage and was not
regulated as such.

Ms. Perritt shared that this was a qualifications-based process. Artists were selected based on
experience, vision, and past work. The works we will see are not necessarily what they will
do for Kinston, but representative of the types of art that they do.

Sarah Arney, Community Development Planner shared the artists’ information, the locations
selected by the mural committee for their project, and the focus content of the mural. They
were as follows:

Maximillan Mozingo & Jamil Burton — 101 N. Queen St.—unconfirmed location (Adkin
School Walkout)

D. Choci Gray partnering with Charles Hannibal — 524 S. Queen St. (Alice Hannibal)
Timothy Robert Smith — 228 S. Queen St. (Historic S. Queen St. Commercial Corridor)
Jared Bader — 324 N. Queen St. (History, lots of people, and active theme)

Seraphim Smith — 401 S. Queen St. (Local food)

Lacy & Layla (La La) — Dependent on US/Canada border entry — 605 N. Herritage St.
(Faces, everyday people)

Maxx Moses — 110 W. Blount St. (Graffiti/abstract style)
Broderick Flanigan — 212 W. North St. (People, history, and community)

Ms. Perritt shared that most of the muralist decided to start painting when it gets cooler in the
fall (October and November), but all should be done by the end of December. The mural
committee is now working with the artists to orient, share history, and make connections in
Kinston. She asked the Council to allow the Mural Committee to continually approve the
concepts on a rolling basis as they come available in the interest of efficiency.

Councilmember Aiken asked if the artists will be paid enough to utilize our hotels. Ms. Perritt
stated they would be using a mixture of hotels and Airbnb’s and receive per diem. We are
paying them competitively based on their rates and we will let you know when they are
coming to town once dates are set. Maxx Moses is the first to come and will let you know
when his plane ticket is bought. He will be here for three weeks. All the artists will be doing
some type of community engagement while they are here; with COVID we will have to be
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